Homecoming 2015
Homecoming 2015 has now been documented in the annals of Northern Caribbean
University (NCU) as one of the most exciting, fun-filled, and interesting weekends.
Several persons have attested that they were truly blessed during the four-day affair.

Over the period, October 8 – 11, hundreds of past students converged on the campus to
reminisce on their days on the hill, reconnect with fellow alumni and rekindle the love for
their alma mater. Several alumni chapters were represented at one event or another over
the weekend: Central Florida, New York, New Jersey, Pacific Coast, Cayman Islands, East
Jamaica, North Jamaica, and West Jamaica among others. Friends of the institution also
came together to celebrate with us under the theme, Building Legacies for Eternity.

Homecoming at NCU is our tradition and as such we gather to celebrate our institution’s
heritage and welcome back all former students. Over a century ago, the founding fathers
saw the burning need for an institution to train Christian workers and thus began the
genesis of what is now NCU.

Today we stand on the legacies of our forefathers, inheriting that which was kept for us.
It is incumbent upon us as alumni, therefore, to preserve these legacies, to maintain their
quality and to ensure that their significance is kept intact for generations to come. Most
importantly, however, we need to preserve the love of and loyalty to an institution that
continues to enrich the lives she impacts.

DAY 1 – October 8, 2015
A plethora of events were unfolded on the first day, beginning with a Mega Mediathon
that engaged benefactors in conversations towards pledging their support for NCU
student scholarships. One of the highlights of the Mediathon was a live telephone
interview out of Japan, with alumnus John Barrett, an accomplished gospel soloist who
resides there, and who will later this year stage two concerts in Jamaica. Proceeds from
the December 6, Mandeville concert, will assist with scholarships for NCU students.

Mr. Arnold Kelly, Manager, NCU FM, NCU Media Group as he interviewed John Barrett during the NCU Mega Mediathon

The Vintage Car Show on Day 1 had onlookers all agog as they inspected vehicles
manufactured as far back as 1926 and still in pristine condition. Two of their favourites,
however, were the green Chevrolet Superior (1926), and the red 1951 MG TD, a
photographer’s dream, that acted as backdrop for several of their snapshots.

1926 Chevrolet Superior

1973 Jaguar E-Type

1951 MG TD

1962 Morris Minor

The Dub Poetry and Arts of Jamaica (DPAJ) Festival showcased different genres of
art: visual, performing, literary and culinary. The visual arts displayed art forms such as
ceramics, drawing, photography, sculpture and paintings from students, lecturers, alumni,
and friends of the institution. Among the artists were the renowned, Jamaican Gold
Musgrave medallist, Mr Barrington Watson; Mr Jeffery Perry whose expertise lie in the
area of charcoal portraiture; and painter Mr Sebastian Elliot, alumnus.

Mr Jeffrey Perry plying his trade

MCs Victoria Buddo-Fletcher and Melissa Flinch (Left) making contact with their audience

Alumnus, Sebastian Elliot, and son, use art to interpret a musical rendition.

Student teams, each with an alumnus as coach, were avid participants in the Cooking
Competition (Culinary Art). Common ingredients were provided for all competitors who
were required to prepare one balanced (protein, carbohydrate, and vegetable) vegetarian
meal, either a one-pot meal or main dish with accompanied carbohydrate and vegetable(s).
Ninety (90) minutes were allotted to each group: one (1) hour for cooking and thirty (30)
minutes to view common table, plan menu, gather ingredients, and write recipes.
Competitors were judged on the following criteria: flavour/taste, sanitation, techniques,
presentation and creativity. The “men of the cloth” from the School of Religion and
Theology (SRT) outdid the other teams and won for themselves tuition discounts. The
second and third place winners were the teams from the College of Business and
Hospitality Management (CBHM) and the College of Humanities, Behavioural and Social
Sciences (HuBSS), respectively – each member of the teams won gift certificates for oral
examination and prophylaxis, compliments of Maxicare Dental Centre, The Villa, 29 – 31,
Main Street, Mandeville.

The winning SRT team in preparation mode

The Performing Arts provided entertainment and demonstrated talent. The guests were
treated to dub poetry, ballads and odes from the students of the Fine Arts Club. Miss
Jamaica Festival queen, Chereese Ricketts, who originates from the parish of Manchester,
was a patron at the event and shared one of her original poems which was well received by
the audience. NCU Student, Dale Honeyghan, noted for his musical prowess, showed us
another side to his talents as he performed his dub poem Hunger Game. Not to be
outdone, the vocalists shone brilliantly as their melody bedazzled the audience.

Dale Honeyghan presenting Hunger Game

HuBSS College Dean, Dr Vincent Peterkin, poses with the
Miss Jamaica Festival Queen

The performing arts shared its stage with the Literary Arts. Dr Canute Birch (class of ’85), launched his
book, Redemption Song: A Missiological and Historical Inquiry into Adventism in Jamaica

and Its Diaspora, 1890-2015. Enamoured by years of observing the dramatic growth and
development of Adventism in Jamaica and its diaspora, Dr Birch felt the divine tug to
make another literary contribution to the Seventh-day Adventist work by researching and
writing about its history in Jamaica and its embrace and championship by Jamaican
Adventists worldwide.

Dr Canute Birch with copies of his publication

The most anticipated event of Day 1 was the much talked-about Football match, President’s 11 (Alumni)
vs the Invincibles (Students). The grounds were abuzz with excitement as students and alumni gathered
to cheer their teams on. Before the main match, however, onlookers were treated to a scintillating
curtain-raiser: a female futsal match between alumni and students. The female students were thrilled
with their 1-0 victory over the alumni, yet the graduates did not agonize over their defeat as they were in
no way outplayed. The alumni again fell to the winning ways of the students as the President’s 11 were
narrowly beaten 2-3 by the Invincibles: it is felt that in the dying moments of the match the alumni
squandered a perfect opportunity to equalize the score.

NCU Alumna Jessica Myers (right) tackles an opponent
while Janice Johnson-Knight (second left) and Olivia
Newland (left) look on.

NCU alumnus, Vinroy 'Crabby' Lowe (left), attempts to make
a pass beyond Londe Francis (centre) of the USM's
Invincibles. Looking on is Orville Morgan (partially hidden)

University President, Dr Trevor Gardner, non-playing captain, gives last minute instructions to his team

Day 2 – October 9, 2015
Day 2 began with a Farmers Market. Alumni and friends got a chance to purchase organic ground
provision and vegetables from our own NCU Farm. Other vendors included alumni and associates of NCU.
Breadfruit flour, plantain flour (green and ripe), breadfruit and plantain cookies, breadfruit chips, bammy,
roti, sugar cane and fruits were among the offerings.
At 10 a.m. the Department of Graduate Studies and Research, in collaboration with the Carnegie
Foundation presented a Public Lecture – Cancer: Is the Cure in your Back yard? The presenter was
a lecturer in Basic Medical Sciences at the University of The West Indies, Dr. Simone Badal-McCreath.
The lecture was attended by students, alumni, and other external guests.

A section of the audience at the lecture

Guest presenter at the Public Lecture, Dr. Simone Badal-McCreath

As the sun rolled down the distant west we gathered together to fellowship and reminisce on
the days we sat in the Chapel to welcome in the day of rest, the Sabbath of the Lord. We began
the Grand Homecoming Reunion Vesper programme with songs of praise to God and although
the tempest might have been raging, and the billows were tossing high, the Master of ocean
and earth and skies was able to whisper, “Peace, be still” to calm our troubled soul. Alumni
from the classes of 1965 and 1980 testified of God’s goodness in their lives and encouraged listeners to
trust in and be faithful to the God of the universe. The congregation was able to share in the songs and
identify with the experiences during the praise and testimony service. What a blessing!

Part of the Reunion choir comprising alumni and friends, as well as alumni of tomorrow (current students)

Alumnus, Jerome Higgins ministers in song (He Touched Me)

Alumni Mrs Jackie Plummer (2nd left) and Dr Cheddie Dixon (3rd left) join in the worship
experience

Part of the congregation responding to the praise
and inspiration.

(L-R) Alumni - Ms Pat Ebanks (President of the
Cayman Chapter), Pastor K.C. Henry (President of
the class of 1963) Dr Alanzo Smith (President of
the NY Chapter), and Dr Dorothea Robinson
(member Central Florida Chapter)

For more photos …
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157659339286179/with/21491105854/

Day 3 – October 10, 2015
The Sabbath services began with Sabbath School, hosted by alumni Mrs Donna Fraser and Miss Marshanna Daley, with
Pastors Omri Davis and Mobrey Lewis of the North Jamaica Alumni Chapter exploring the word through the lesson review.
Several alumni from the honour classes participated in the Divine Service. Pastor Joel Nembhard, Ministerial Association
Secretary, Ontario Conference of SDA reminded us how to Build Legacies through Teamwork. During the afternoon’s
Adventist Youth (AY) time, Mrs Georgia Long Isaacs representing the recently formed Cayman chapter; Mr Howard
Mardner, president of the East Jamaica Chapter; et al, were instrumental in portraying Heritage of our Faith . . . The
Ancestral Journey, recapping the message of the Great Disappointment and the foundation of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

The class of 1965 (Celebrating 50 years of graduation from NCU) L-R Claude Hines (Class Pres), Violet Parchment Henry, Cecilia Morris Hinds,
Hyacinth Reece Headley, Helene Harris, Elaine Young Hoilette, Winston Preddie.

Divine Service speaker, Pastor Joel Nembhard, member of the class of 1985 (at microphone)

Mrs Susan Long Gordon (Director, Alumni Relations, NCU) and Mr S. Peter Campbell II (President, Federation of NCU Alumni
Associations of North America) as they brought greetings on behalf of all alumni worldwide.

Sabbath Service during the Homecoming 2015 celebrations

More photos . . .
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157659766281865

To close day three, we were entertained by the dramatic, musical production, “Salvation Story in Jamaican Folk Music”
written and directed by the inimitable Pastor Derek Bignall. The production underpinned the overall theme for the
weekend – Building Legacies for Eternity – as indeed, the Plan of Salvation is the greatest Legacy that has been left for
mankind.

Cast of Salvation Story

See More photos …
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157659350198858/with/22124881951/

Day 4 – October 11, 2015
The annual Alumni Breakfast Business Meeting began with the usual sumptuous breakfast before we got
to the meat of the matter. The alumni director informed the attendees that two chapters, one in
Cayman and the other in East Jamaica, were re-established and that plans were afoot to revive others in
Spanish Town, St Elizabeth and Toronto before the end of the academic year. Other growth plans of
the university included the construction/development of the ensuing:
•

Worship Centre

•

Student Housing

•

Information Technology Village/Centre

•

Student Centre

•

Industrial Complex

Members of staff who are alumni sought to highlight the university’s major strategic accomplishments
during the 2014 – 2015 operational year, outline future capital development needs, and motivate alumni
and friends to increase participation in and enhance their support of NCU’s strategic plans. The following
are some of the highlights shared:


Twenty-three (23) additional programmes submitted to University Council of Jamaica for
accreditation representing 70% more than the previous year



Enlargement of Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) disciplines



Alliance formed with four other SDA universities to generate research/publication collaborations
and exchange opportunities



Increase in new student enrolment for Spring 2015



Software Sales increase



NCU students dominate in the National Business Model Competition



Construction of Distance Education Multimedia Lab and Lecture booths

Alumni at breakfast

Presenters Louise Brown (Left) and Damion Mitchell (Right)
More photos . . .
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157659739155312/with/21927306088/

The 17th renewal of the NCU Golf Open had alumni and friends battling for bragging rights. The overall
winner for the tournament was alumnus Orley Burey. Another alumnus, Everard Daley in the 12 and over
(handicap) category was also in the winners circle. Daley’s game appears to be improving as in the
tournament last year he placed 3rd in the same category. Earlier this year Mr Daley and other alumni
Drs Joseph Hutchinson and Herbert Thompson took part in an amateur golf tournament in which over
3,300 golfers from around the world participated. Divided into flights (groups) according to handicap
and age, with each group consisting of 45 – 50 golfers, Daley tied for 4th in his flight.

Daley beneath the Jamaica Flag at the World
Amateur Golf Tournament.

Daley swinging his way to victory in the NCU Golf Open

Overall winner Burey prepares to deliver his master stroke

Daley receives prize from Phillip Williams
organizer of the tournament

Burey receiving prize for overall winner

See more photos . . .
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157659741237382/with/21495628024/

The activities of the weekend climaxed with the annual Endowment Fundraising Banquet. The guest
speaker was former premier of the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Honourable, Galmo “Gilley” Williams
who, by his tangible support, presented the university with a cheque valued at US$25,000. Mr Williams
further pledged an additional US$50,000 to be disbursed over the next four years. Pledges from alumni
and other benefactors plus cash/cheque received totalled US$140,000.

A transformed Gymnatorium

No conspiracy - just common interest in building NCU’s Endowment Fund.
The Minister of National Security the Hon Peter Bunting (PNP) listens keenly to former Minister of
Education (JLP), and Chairman of NCU’s Endowment Board, alumnus, Dr Neville Gallimore
More Photos . . .
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncueducation/albums/72157657443824213/with/21931811268/
All in all, a good time was had by all.
We invite all our alumni to next year’s celebrations, but in particular, the following classes: 1946, 1956,
1966, 1976, 1986, 1996, 2006, 2016; 1951, 1961, 1971, 1981, 1991, 2001, 2011.
Please make every effort to join us for Homecoming 2016 (October 6-9). Contact the Office of Alumni
relations (876) 963-7043/4 or alumni@ncu.edu.jm to discuss plans for the weekend. We eagerly await
your communication and are anxious to hear from you!

